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"FOLLOWING CHR IST  WE  REACH OUR GOALS"

Our School Gospel Values underpin our everyday life at St. Edward's
and shape how we share and love each other. To make these more
visual, we have introduced 8 new bookmarks for our children and
staff to be awared once they have displayed that particular Gospel

Value. We are sure that our children will want to collect all 8
bookmarks at some stage. Posters have been placed around the
school to help remind us of our values. You will see some in the

Main Office reception.

INTERNET SAFETY DAY
We will be celebrating internet day tomorrow and the

focus will be on 'respect and relationships online.' Full story
will follow in our next newsletter!
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St Edward's celebrated the Chinese New Year learning about Chinese
traditions. Our pupils have been busy with different activities such as

making chinese lanterns, tigers and lucky cats that are normally
displayed during the Chinese New year celbrations. 

 Our caterer Olive Dining also prepared a range of Chinese food for
our children on the day. 

 



St Edward's joined the mega fundraising Number day on Friday 4th of February to raise money for the NSPCC. 
Not only were we raising money but we wanted to show the children how maths can be fun and creative. 

Maths isn't just about calculations and getting answers right, it's about working things out, experimenting, using
learnt skills and knowledge and just enjoying it. The children came to school dressed as something to do with numbers

or maths. There were some very imaginative and creative outfits. The school engaged with different Maths themed
activities such as:

Our Nursery children made characters out of numbers. The Reception looked at maths in nature.
Year 1 focused on shape making shapes from nets as well as cone penguins. Year 2 designed and made paper aeroplanes
which they then measured the distance they flew. Year 3 looked at time challenges, predicting and measuring how long

tasks took them to do. Year 4 focused on times tables by playing games and using times table sheets and TTRS. Year 5
looked at inputting data onto spreadsheets and also played a variety of maths games. Year 6 were challenged by

Fibonacci sequencing. 
A big thank you to all our parents for once again supporting the school. We collected a total of £119 so far. 

If you haven't donated and would like to do so, we will keep the payment item in ParentPay until the end of this month
to give people more time to donate to this very worthwhile cause. 

Mrs Mehmet - Maths Subject Lead.
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What an amazing Art Week it has been for
the children at St Edward's!

The theme for the entire school was printing.
 Taking photos of the children focused and
on task was a privilege. The concentration

and enthusiasm were palpable. The children
had the opportunity to research, engage and
learn about particular artists and styles from

different parts of the world.  
 These photos are from the beginning of the

week.
 The next newsletter will reveal photos of

their final pieces of work.
 

Ms N Duncan - Art Lead
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The children who attended our Paid Afterschool Club had the chance to experience online activities
led by It's Your Mojo. 

IT'S YOUR MOJO is an EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITY PROVIDER  who are focussed on children's
holistic wellbeing and creative thinking, helping children to thrive in life. For next week, half term
week, activities are free all week. To register visit their website at https://www.itsyourmojo.com/

As  pa r t  o f  Nat iona l  S to r y te l l i ng  Week ,  we  were  ve r y

p r i v i l eged  on  Wednesday  2nd  Feb rua r y  to  have  had  a  l i ve

s to r y te l l i ng  ses s ion  f rom the  renowned  theat re  company

I roko .  Th i s  s to r y te l l e r  kep t  t he  ch i ld ren  en te r ta ined  w i th  a

ve r y  l i ve l y ,  engag ing  s to r y  f rom Wes t  A f r i ca .  A lex  f rom I roko

p layed  h i s  d rum and  encou raged  the  ch i ld ren  to  take  pa r t .  I t

was  an  amaz ing  expe r ience  fo r  t he  ch i ld ren  and  was

tho rough l y  en joyed  th roughout  the  schoo l .  A  b ig  thank  you

to  A lex  f rom I roko  and  we  w i l l  l ook  fo rward  to  more  o f  t h i s

s to r y te l l i ng  i n  t he  fu tu re .  
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F e a s t d a y :  J a n u a r y  3 1
P a t r o n :  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  e d i t o r s  a n d
p u b l i s h e r s ,  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  m a g i c i a n s ,  a n d
j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s
B i r t h :  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 8 1 5
D e a t h :  J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1 8 8 8
B e a t i f i e d :  J u n e  2 ,  1 9 2 9  b y  P o p e  P i u s  X I
C a n o n i s e d :  A p r i l  1 ,  1 9 3 4  b y  P o p e  P i u s  X I

John Bosco, also known as Giovanni Melchiorre Bosco and Don Bosco, was born in Becchi,  Italy,  on August 16,  1815.  His birth
came just after the end of the Napoleonic Wars which ravaged the area. Compounding the problems on his birthday, there
was also a drought and a famine at the time of his birth.
At the age of two, John lost his father,  leaving him and his two older brothers to be raised by his mother,  Margherita. His
"Mama Margherita Occhiena" would herself be declared venerable by the Church in 2006.
Raised primarily by his mother,  John attended church and became very devout.  When he was not in church, he helped his
family grow food and raise sheep. They were very poor,  but despite their poverty his mother also found enough to share with
the homeless who sometimes came to the door seeking food, shelter or clothing.
When John was nine years old,  he had the first of several vivid dreams that would influence his l ife.  In his dream, he
encountered a multitude of boys who swore as they played. Among these boys, he encountered a great,  majestic man and
woman. The man told him that in meekness and charity,  he would "conquer these your friends."  Then a lady, also majestic
said, "Be strong, humble and robust.  When the time comes, you wil l  understand everything." This dream influenced John the
rest of his l ife.

In 1859, Fr.  Bosco established the Society of St.  Francis de Sales. He organized 15 seminarians and one teenage boy into the
group. Their purpose was to carry on his charitable work,  helping boys with their faith formation and to stay out of trouble.
The organization sti l l  exists today and continues to help people,  especially children around the world.
In the years that followed, Fr.  Bosco expanded his mission, which had, and sti l l  has, much work to do.
Fr.  Bosco died on January 31 ,  1888. The call  for his canonization was immediate. Pope Pius XI knew Fr.  Bosco personally and
agreed, declaring him blessed in 1929. St.  John Bosco was canonized on Easter Sunday, 1934 and he was given the tit le,
"Father and Teacher of Youth."
In 2002, Pope John Paul I I  was petitioned to declare St.  John Bosco the Patron of Stage Magicians. St.  Bosco had pioneered
the art of what is today called "Gospel Magic,"  using magic and other feats to attract attention and engage the youth.
Saint John Bosco is the patron saint of apprentices, editors and publishers,  schoolchildren, magicians, and juvenile
delinquents. His feast day is on January 31.

F e a s t d a y :  F e b r u a r y  8
P a t r o n :  o f  S u d a n
B i r t h :  1 8 6 9
D e a t h :  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 4 7
B e a t i f i e d :  M a y  1 7 ,  1 9 9 2  b y  P o p e  J o h n  P a u l  I I
C a n o n i z e d :  O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 0 0  b y  P o p e  J o h n  P a u l  I I

Sa in t  Joseph ine  Margare t  Bakh i ta  was  bo rn  a round  1869  i n  t he  v i l l age  o f  O lgossa  i n  t he  Dar fu r  reg ion  o f  Sudan .  She  was  a  member  o f
the  Da ju  peop le  and  he r  unc le  was  a  t r iba l  ch ie f .  Due  to  he r  fam i l y  l i neage ,  she  g rew up  happy  and  re la t i ve l y  p rospe rous ,  say i ng  tha t
as  a  ch i ld ,  she  d id  no t  know su f fe r i ng .

H i s to r ians  be l i e ve  tha t  somet ime  i n  Feb rua r y  1 877 ,  Jo seph ine  was  k idnapped  by  A rab  s lave  t rade r s .  A l t hough  she  was  j u s t  a  ch i ld ,  she
was  fo rced  to  wa l k  ba re foo t  ove r  600  m i le s  to  a  s lave  marke t  i n  E l  Obe id .  She  was  bought  and  so ld  a t  l eas t  tw ice  du r i ng  the  g rue l i ng
jou rney .

She  was  bapt i sed  on  Janua ry  9 ,  1 890  and  took  the  name Joseph ine  Margare t  and  Fo r tunata .  ( Fo r tunata  i s  t he  La t i n  t rans la t ion  fo r  he r
A rab ic  name ,  Bakh i ta ) .  She  a l so  rece i ved  the  sac rament s  o f  he r  f i r s t  ho l y  commun ion  and  conf i rmat ion  on  the  same day .  These  th ree
sac rament s  a re  the  sac rament s  o f  i n i t i a t ion  i n to  the  Chu rch  and  were  a lways  g i ven  togethe r  i n  t he  ea r l y  Chu rch .  The  A rchb i shop  who
gave  he r  t he  sac rament s  was  none  o the r  t han  G ius seppe  Sa r to ,  t he  Card ina l  Pa t r ia rch  o f  Ven ice ,  who  wou ld  la te r  become Pope  P iu s
X .
Joseph ine  became a  nov ice  w i th  the  Canoss ianDaughte r s  o f  Char i t y  re l ig ious  o rde r  on  December  7 ,  1 893 ,  and  took  he r  f i na l  vows  on
December  8 ,  1 896 .  She  was  even tua l l y  a s s igned  to  a  conven t  i n  Sch io ,  V icenza .
Fo r  t he  nex t  42  yea r s  o f  he r  l i f e ,  she  worked  as  a  cook  and  a  doo r keeper  a t  t he  conven t .  She  a l so  t rave led  and  v i s i ted  o the r
conven t s  te l l i ng  he r  s to r y  to  o the r  s i s te r s  and  p repar i ng  them fo r  wor k  i n  A f r i ca .
She  was  known  fo r  he r  gen t le  vo ice  and  sm i le .  She  was  gen t le  and  cha r i smat ic ,  and  was  o f ten  re fe r red  to  l o v i ng l y  as  the  " l i t t l e
b rown  s i s te r "  o r  hono rab l y  as  the  "b lack  mothe r . "

I n  he r  la te r  yea r s ,  she  began  to  su f fe r  phys ica l  pa in  and  was  fo rced  to  u se  a  whee lcha i r .  Bu t  she  a lways  rema ined  chee r fu l .  I f  anyone
asked  he r  how she  was ,  she  wou ld  rep l y ,  "As  the  mas te r  des i re s . "
On  the  even ing  o f  Feb rua r y  8 ,  1 947 ,  Joseph ine  spoke  he r  la s t  words ,  "Our  Lady ,  Ou r  Lady ! "  She  then  d ied .  He r  body  lay  on  d i sp lay  fo r
th ree  days  a f te rwards .
I n  1 958 ,  t he  p rocess  o f  canon i za t ion  began  fo r  Joseph ine  unde r  Pope  John  XX I I I .  On  December  1 s t ,  1 978 ,  Pope  John  Pau l  I I  dec la red
he r  vene rab le .  Sad l y ,  t he  news  o f  he r  beat i f i ca t ion  i n  1 992  was  censo red  i n  Sudan .  Bu t  j u s t  n i ne  months  la te r ,  Pope  John  Pau l  I I
v i s i ted  Sudan  and  hono red  he r  pub l i c l y .  He  canon i zed  he r  on  October  1 ,  2000 .
Sa in t  Joseph ine  Bakh i ta  i s  t he  pat ron  sa in t  o f  Sudan  and  he r  feas t  day  i s  ce leb ra ted  on  Feb rua r y  8 .

St Edward's celebrated our House Saint's Feast days on 31st January and 8th February. Our children
looked in to the story of our saints. A dedication mass was held on both days and was led by Fr Angelus .
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Y e a r  2  w a l k e d  d o w n  t o  t h e  B o b b y  M o o r e  s t a t u e  o n  t h e

B a r k i n g  R o a d  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y  t o p i c  ' L o c a l

H e r o e s ' .  C h i l d r e n  d i s c o v e r e d  w h y  t h i s  w a s  p l a c e d

h e r e  a n d  w h a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i t  h a s  f o r  o u r  a r e a .

T h e y  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  s t a t u e  w e r e

B o o b y  M o o r e ,  G e o f f  H u r s t ,  M a r t i n  P e t e r s  w h o  a l l

p l a y e d  f o r  W e s t  H a m  a n d  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  E n g l a n d

t e a m  t h a t  w o n  t h e  w o r l d  c u p  i n  1 9 6 6 .  M r  U n d e r w o o d ' s

h e r o  w h e n  h e  w a s  a  c h i l d  w a s  B o b b y  M o o r e .  P l u s  o u r

s c h o o l  r e c o r d s  s h o w  t h a t  B o b b y  M o o r e  v i s i t e d  o u r

s c h o o l  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  c u p  i n  1 9 6 6  t o  m e e t  a l l  t h e

c h i l d r e n .

 

R a y  W i l s o n  i s  a l s o  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n

w e r e  e x c i t e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h i s  n e w s ,  t h e y  a l s o  f o u n d

o u t  t h a t  o u r  s c h o o l  u s e d  t o  b e  o n  C a s t l e  S t r e e t

b e f o r e  i t  w a s  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t e .  

Local Heroes
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What a term it has been! We can’t believe we are approaching our
February Half term already. Our pupils and staff have been
working so hard and we are so pleased to see everyone giving it
their all as we continually go on from strength to strength.
Christmas seems so far away now but we would like to take a
moment to look back at all the wonderful events that took place in
December. It is always a very busy month for us as we prepare for
our annual Christmas carols and Nativity. The joy it brings us as
we retell the story of Jesus’ birth in true St Teddy’s style.
The Staff and Children always go above and beyond to bring you a
spectacular performance even during this difficult time they were
determined ti give you a show you will always remember.
We would like to thank Mrs Mc Mahon for directing and putting it
all together.
We hope you thoroughly enjoyed watching our Christmas
performances and carolling.

In addition, The officials at the North Pole even gifted us our very
own Surprise Santa who had a meet and greet session with the
children. As Santa’s elves were very busy preparing for Christmas
Eve. He recruited The Friends of St Teddy’s to help out in
arranging the gifts for our children. 

And it wouldn’t be Christmas without our good old Christmas
dinner by our lovely cook Ms Gill.

The children truly felt the Christmas spirit thrive throughout the
school in the follow up to Christmas.

A big thank you to our PTA for all their support. We look forward
to what this year will bring despite this challenging time, we
believe together we will be able to make it a memorable year for
our children.

Message from, 
Mrs G Costales, Chair (Friends of St. Teddy's)



 

 
Spring  Half Term

Easter Break

Bank Holiday - Labour Day

Summer Half Term

Staff Training

Queen's jubilee Celebration

End of Academic Year
                                                           

 
 
 

 
14th to 18th February 2022  

11th to 22nd April 2022 finish @1.15 PM

2nd May 2022

30th May to 3rd June 2022

School Closed for staff training

13th June 2022

15th July 2022 finish @ 1.15 PM
                                                              

 
 
 It is the pupil's responsibility to look after their property in school.

Please remind your child/ren to ensure that they always take care of
their belongings in school.  If they have misplaced their items, we have
a lost property area at the back of the school where children can go to.  
Could we also request that parents check their uniform at home to see
if your child has accidentally brought someone else's uniform home?

Please liaise with your child's teacher if needed. 
Thank you
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School Uniform
We are noticing a high number of pupils who are not adhering to the

correct school uniform/shoes.  Please refer to our website (click
here) for the list of uniform items that your child needs to wear in
school. Your child will be given a Lunchtime exclusion if we notice
that he/she is not in the correct school uniform. If you have any
issues regarding obtaining a uniform please contact the school

office.
 Thank you.

https://st-edwards.newham.sch.uk/parent-information/uniform/
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22 Blessed are you when people hate you, and

when they exclude and insult you, and denounce

your name as evil on account of the Son of Man.

23 Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold,

your reward will be great in heaven. For their

ancestors treated the prophets in the same way.

24 But woe to you who are rich, for you have

received your consolation.

25 Woe to you who are filled now, for you will be

hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will

grieve and weep.

26 Woe to you when all speak well of you, for

their ancestors treated the false prophets in this

way.”

G O S P E L  -
L U K E  6 : 1 7 ,  2 0 - 2 6

 

  
Prayer for our childrenPrayer for our children

  
 

Heavenly Father,  

We thank you for your loving kindness toward us.  

We pray our chi ldren would clothe themselves with

compassion,  k indness,  humil i ty ,  

gentleness and patience this year.  

May they stand up against the bul l ies,  

speaking l i fe to each other at al l  t imes. 

Guide us as their  parents to encourage 

kindness and patience in their  hearts.  

As we plant these seeds Lord make them grow!

Amen 

1 7  J e s u s  c a m e  d o w n  w i t h  t h e
t w e l v e  a n d  s t o o d  o n  a  s t r e t c h  o f
l e v e l  g r o u n d
w i t h  a  g r e a t  c r o w d  o f  h i s  d i s c i p l e s
a n d  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e
f r o m  a l l  J u d e a  a n d  J e r u s a l e m  a n d
t h e  c o a s t a l  r e g i o n  o f  T y r e  a n d
S i d o n .
2 0  A n d  r a i s i n g  h i s  e y e s  t o w a r d  h i s
d i s c i p l e s  h e  s a i d :  “ B l e s s e d  a r e  y o u
w h o  a r e  p o o r ,  f o r  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f
G o d  i s  y o u r s .
2 1  B l e s s e d  a r e  y o u  w h o  a r e  n o w
h u n g r y ,  f o r  y o u  w i l l  b e  s a t i s f i e d .
B l e s s e d  a r e  y o u  w h o  a r e  n o w
w e e p i n g ,  f o r  y o u  w i l l  l a u g h .
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